 THA 110 003 Theatre Appreciation Syllabus
Summer 2007 Online Course
May 21 – June 15, 2007
	Instructor: Ron Stoffregen
	Phone: 608.785.6708

	Office: 010 Center for the Arts
	Email: stoffreg.rona@uwlax.edu

	E-Office Hours:  8:00 am – 9:00am & 4:00pm – 5:00pm, MTWRF
	

	
	


COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
Theatre Appreciation is designed to provide an overview of, and an introduction to, the theatre as an art form: its nature, elements, genres, styles, and techniques.  Course content is based on the supposition that a love for and knowledge of the theatre--whether as an active participant, a reader of good plays, or simply as a member of a theatre audience--is a significant means of enriching individual human existence. 
  
Lectures, discussions, and other course activities will center, generally, on three areas:
1. The personal significance of theatre
2. Aspects of theatre production and
3. The structure and forms of drama.  
Every effort will be made to develop these topics primarily in terms of their importance to the individual audience member's understanding and appreciation of the elements of a theatrical production. 

Desire2Learn (D2L) Site:


Course supplements, documents, lecture outlines, assignments and grades will be posted on the D2L Web site.  Therefore, you must learn how to use this simple campus function.

How to get on D2L:  If you have not used D2L for other courses, follow these directions.

1. Use the internet to access https://uwlax.courses.wisconsin.edu/ 

2. Log in using your UW-L e-mail username (mine is stoffreg.rona).
3. Your D2L password is the same as your email password.  
4. If you cannot gain access to D2L using the approaches listed above, contact Instructional Technology: 785-8774, or ITSsupport@uwlax.edu
5. At your D2L homepage, you will see all your current courses that use D2L.  Click on "THA 110 Theatre Appreciation" to go to our D2L site.  Start using it.
6. D2L will be unavailable from 10:00pm on Wednesday 5/31/2006 until 10:00am on Thursday 6/1/2006 for scheduled maintenance.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the ITS Support Center at (608) 785-8774 or itssupport@uwlax.edu.

CLASS PARTICIPATION:  You are expected to participate in all discussion forums and projects. It is expected that each student will complete assigned projects and discussions as per the class schedule.  These projects and discussions are only available for a limited time.
EXAMS & QUIZZES:  There are quizzes at the end of each module that must be completed by the assigned time.  Dates are indicated on the class schedule.  NO MAKEUP EXAMS will be given except under extenuating circumstances.  
FINAL EXAM:  There will be an online comprehensive final exam as scheduled.  
E-OFFICE HOURS: I will be answering email and checking the forums and drop boxes in the morning (8-9 am) and will be on the discussion forums in the afternoons (4-5 pm).  I will also be available for phone calls in the afternoon.  
DISCUSSION FORUMS:
You must participate in each of the discussion forums listed in the course.  You must have a minimum of 3 comments per topic. However, numerous comments are encouraged.  Comments should be well thought out and complete thoughts.  Comments like, “I agree!!!” do not count as a legitimate comment.  Remember, there are other people attached to that submit button so think before you click!  Abusive or offensive comments may result.

GRADE SCALE
	93-120 A
	76-81 BC
	BELOW 64 F

	87-92 AB
	70-75 C
	 

	81-86 B
	65-69 D
	 


GRADING PHILOSOPHY:

I believe that fulfilling the minimum requirements in this class warrant no more than a grade of a C.  The superior grade of A (or AB) requires exemplary work.  In my classes, everyone starts out average and must exhibit excellence and excel in their class work.  Points are earned, not taken away.
· To earn an A, you must exhibit superior performance in all aspects of the project and produce work of the highest quality.

· To earn a B, you must exhibit high quality performance in some of the project, satisfactory performance in the remainder.

· To earn a C, you must exhibit a generally marginal performance and evidence of some learning.

· To earn a D, you must exhibit very minimal learning and low quality performance.

· To earn an F, you must exhibit a complete absence of evidence of learning.

COURSE SCHEDULE
	May
	21
	M
	The Theatre Experience
	Survey  Due
Theatre Experience Discussion Question Due

	
	22
	T
	Nature of Theatre
	Discussion question 1 & Project 1 Due

	
	23
	W
	Role of an audience member
	

	
	24
	R
	Role of an audience member
	Discussion question 2 & Project 2 Due

	
	
	
	
	

	
	28 
	M
	Stage Spaces
	

	
	29
	T
	Stage Spaces
	Discussion question 3 & Project 3 Due

	
	30
	W
	Playwright
	

	
	31
	R
	Playwright
	Project 4 Due

	
	
	
	
	

	June
	4
	M
	Playwright
	

	
	5
	T
	Actor
	Discussion question 4 Due

	
	6
	W
	Actor
	Discussion question 5 & Project 5 Due

	
	7
	R
	Director
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	11
	M
	Director
	Discussion question 6 & Project 6 Due

	
	12
	T
	Designers
	

	
	13
	W
	Designers
	Discussion question 7 & Project 7 Due

	
	14
	R
	
	Project 8 Due

	
	15
	F
	Final Exam 
	Final Exam Due


THA 110 s103 Theatre Appreciation

Summer Deadlines 2007
	Discussions
	Due Dates

	Theatre Experience
	May 21, by 10:00 pm.

	Nature of Theatre
	May 22, by 10:00 pm.

	The Audience
	May 24, by 10:00 pm

	Stage Spaces
	May 29, by 10:00 pm

	Playwright
	June   4, by 10:00 pm

	Acting
	June   6, by 10:00 pm

	Director
	June 11, by 10:00 pm

	Designers
	June 13, by 10:00 pm


	Projects
	Due Dates

	Nature of Theatre
	May 22, by 11:59 pm.

	The Audience
	May 24, by 11:59 pm

	Stage Spaces
	May 29, by 11:59 pm

	Playwright
	May 31, by 11:59 pm

	Acting
	June   6, by 11:59 pm

	Scene Design
	June 13, by 11:59 pm

	Costume Design
	June 14, by 11:59 pm.


	Quizzes
	Window

	Nature of Theatre
	May 23, 8:00 pm – May 24, 11:59 pm

	The Audience
	May 25, 8:00 pm – May 26, 11:59 pm

	Stage Spaces
	May 30, 8:00 pm – May 30, 11:59 pm

	Playwright
	June   1, 8:00 pm – June   5, 11:59 pm

	Acting
	June   5, 8:00 pm – June  7,  11:59 pm

	Director
	June   8, 8:00 pm – June 12,  11:59 pm

	Designers
	June 13, 8:00 pm – June 14,  11:59 pm

	Final Exam
	June 15, 8:00 pm – June 15,  11:59 pm


Assignment 1

Please answer the following question and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.    This assignment should be at least 1 page long and use information discussed in the notes, as well as your own personal thoughts.  I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due May 22, by 11:59 pm.

Why is theatre so important to humanity? 

Assignment 2

Please answer the following question and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.    This assignment should be at least 2 pages long and use information discussed in the notes, as well as your own personal thoughts.  I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due May 24, by 11:59 pm.

Share a story of how any of the outside variables have affected a performance that you have attended.  If you have not been to a play, talk about your experience as an audience member for a movie or a concert.
Assignment 3

Please answer the following question and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.    I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due May 29, by 11:59 pm.

After looking at the different types of stage configurations, Identify what would be the best venue for each of the following types of plays.  Explain your answers.

Musical - big and splashy

Serious Drama  - Lots of touching scenes with only 2 people in it

Tragedy - serious and depressing.  Everyone ends up dead at the end!

One person Show - just one person and the audience!

Assignment 4
Please answer the following question and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.    I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due May 31, by 11:59 pm.



Choose from one of the Playwrighting Scenarios and write 3 minutes of dialogue that will tell us a story about the situation.  The scripts should include interesting character names, a clear message, and come to a logical conclusion

Before you start writing, identify the motives of each character and explain how you will convey these motives to an audience through subtext.

Have fun with this!  We will be sharing these scripts with one another and making general comments on them. 

Assignment 5

Please answer the following question and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.  I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due June 6, by 11:59 pm.

Define and describe the following terms.  Please use complete sentences. 
Your answers should be accurate and well-thought-out. 
1.     Actor

2.     Character

3.     Characterization

4.     Caricature

We are all "actors".  We play roles in our jobs, in our families, even in our relationships.  Share with us 3 examples as to how you have "acted" this week.

Assignment 7
Please answer the following assignment and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.  I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due June 13, by 11:59 pm.

Search the internet (Or scan pictures into your computer) for 2 pictures that evoke strong emotions in you.  Identify the emotions and give explanations as to why the picture evokes such strong emotion


Submit these pictures to me via the drop box.

Assignment 8

Please answer the following assignment and submit it to the appropriate folder in the drop box.  I would prefer these to be submitted in WORD format.  This project is due June 14, by 11:59 pm.

We are costume designers! 
We wake up every morning and decide what to wear.  List and explain 5 different factors you consider when choosing what to wear on any given day.  Be specific!

